THE DECLINE OF SERFDOM AND THE BIRTH OF CAPITALISM
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it." The guilty men were beaten to death. The people aptly
dubbed the tsar Nicholas PalJcin (from the word palka, meaning
stick).

Nicholas I continued the struggle bis predecessors had waged
against revolution. After crushing the Decembrist uprising, the emperor
described his political program as follows: "The war against conspirators
and the leaders of a conspiracy will be most pitiless and ruthless.
I shall be inexorable: it is my duty to teach this lesson to Russia and
Europe/'

He resorted to a system of brutal terror and reinforced the po-
lice bureaucratic machine as a means of upholding the autocratic
power.

He established the so-called special "Third Section" at the Imperial
Chancery for political investigation. At the head of the "Third Section"
stood General Benkendorf, chief of the gendarmes, who organized a
corps of gendarmes and a secret political police. All Eussia was
divided into seven gendarme areas, each headed by a general of the
gendarmes. The gendarmes, by means of their numerous secret
agents, were required to "penetrate" into the state of people's
minds, take notice of those who expressed themselves too freely or
disparagingly on religion and authority, and to ferret out new secret
societies.

A purge was carried out in the army to "stifle the designs of the